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IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH 
WALSH’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 100th birthday of 
veteran, father, husband, and friend to many, 
Joseph Walsh. 

Joe was born on March 18, 1919 in East 
Orange, New Jersey. After graduating from 
high school, Joe was inspired by a family 
friend’s stories of World War I to enlist in the 
Marines in April 1938. 

Joe was serving in the Marine Corps’ Third 
Defense Battalion at the Navy Yard in Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941, one of the most 
pivotal days in American history. Joe was at-
tending a morning color guard ceremony when 
the attack began. The next two hours were 
‘‘all confusion,’’ as Joe characterizes it. His 
battalion fired anti-aircraft machine guns at the 
Japanese planes as they headed towards the 
Navy Yard. 

Joe never spoke about his experience at 
Pearl Harbor when his children were growing 
up. He is the last surviving member of the 
Pearl Harbor Survivor Association’s North 
County Chapter 31 and served as the organi-
zation’s president for many years. As Presi-
dent, Joe organized the annual memorial cere-
mony at Oceanside Harbor and campaigned 
for the installation of Oceanside’s Pearl Harbor 
memorial monument in 2006. 

Joe met LaVonne ‘‘Bea’’ Phaneuf in 1945 at 
a friend’s wedding. Many years later, Joe still 
remembers the baby blue dress Bea wore that 
night. Bea was one of 23,000 women who en-
listed in the Marines during the war. She was 
a member of the Aviation Women’s Reserve 
Squadron 21 at Quantico, Virginia. Joe and 
Bea have been married since 1946 and have 
six children. 

As parents, Joe and Bea instilled values of 
telling the truth, respecting others, and taking 
care of those in need. Joe was always giving 
away things that others needed even when his 
family had very little. Joe can talk to anyone 
and somehow make them laugh. 

Joe Walsh has lived an incredible and full 
life. He is a true inspiration for our community, 
and we cannot thank him enough for his serv-
ice to his country. 

Joe Walsh will be celebrating his birthday 
on March 18 with friends and family in Vista, 
California. I am honored to pay tribute to Joe, 
and I wish him a very happy 100th birthday. 
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MAJ SEAN M. DONOHUE TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Mr. TIPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Major Sean M. Donohue of the 

United States Army for his extraordinary dedi-
cation to duty and service to the U.S. House 
of Representatives and our Nation. Major 
Donohue will soon transition from his current 
assignment as an Army Congressional Liaison 
in the U.S. House of Representatives to serve 
as the Command Surgeon for the Center for 
Initial Military Training at the U.S. Army Train-
ing and Doctrine Command. This unit is the 
largest charged with training all initial entry 
Soldiers in the Army. 

A native of Tacoma, WA, Major Donohue 
began his military career after graduating from 
the University of Puget Sound, enlisting after 
the 9/11 attacks as a medic in 2002. He was 
commissioned in 2009, completed his clinical 
training as a Physician Assistant at Fort Car-
son in Colorado and promptly deployed to Af-
ghanistan as a Battalion Surgeon with the 
173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team. Since 
then, Major Donohue has served in numerous 
leadership and staff positions around the 
world. His wife, Lexey, is a dedicated military 
spouse and they have three handsome boys: 
William, Jack and Maximus. 

In 2017, Army Medicine selected Major 
Donohue to serve as Legislative Liaison in the 
Army House Liaison Office. In his role as a 
legislative liaison, Major Donohue served as 
the primary liaison between Members of the 
115th and 116th Congresses, their Staff, Leg-
islative Committees, and the U.S. Army. In this 
role, he planned, coordinated, and accom-
panied Congressional and Staff Delegations 
on numerous worldwide fact-finding and inves-
tigative missions. Major Donohue built the re-
lationships and trust needed to increase the 
trust and confidence the U.S. Congress has in 
the U.S. Army. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
the selfless service of Major Donohue and his 
family as they continue to serve our great Na-
tion in the next chapter of his remarkable ca-
reer. 
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REMEMBERING MODEANE 
THOMPSON 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life of the late Modeane Nich-
ols Thompson, a founding member of the 
Memphis Panel of American Women, whose 
quiet resolve to establish racial and sectarian 
reconciliation and understanding during tense 
times in the 1960s will be long remembered. 
Mrs. Thompson, a longtime family advocate 
with Family Service of Memphis, died Feb-
ruary 25 at the age of 89. An African Amer-
ican and Roman Catholic, Mrs. Thompson 
joined with Joyce Blackmon, Dorothy ‘‘Happy’’ 
Jones, Jeanne Varnell and Jocelyn Wurzburg 
to demonstrate that people of different races 
and religions could establish lasting relation-
ships and bridge cultural divides. Mrs. Thomp-

son was a calming influence in Memphis as a 
voice and early advocate for the communities 
of South Memphis where lives were disrupted 
by urban renewal. She was quoted in the na-
tionally circulated Redbook magazine in 1964 
in an article about racial prejudice entitled 
‘‘What Can I Tell My Children?’’ She was a 
natural fit for the women’s panel, which she 
told The Commercial Appeal was ‘‘designed to 
confront historically difficult issues in an open 
and civil manner. We hoped open dialogue 
and minds between people for the first time.’’ 
A lifelong member of the NAACP and the Na-
tional Conference of Christians and Jews, her 
work was honored by the National Under-
ground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati 
in 2006 and by the Women’s Foundation for a 
Greater Memphis, with its Legends Award, in 
2014. I extend my condolences to her five 
children, seven grandchildren and three great- 
grandchildren, her extended family and her 
many friends. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Mr. GALLEGO. Madam Speaker, I missed 
two votes on 3/11/2019. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call No. 
119, and ‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call No. 120. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Madam Speaker, on Roll 
Call Number 119, On motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 1122, to authorize the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
to carry out a housing choice voucher mobility 
demonstration to encourage families receiving 
such voucher assistance to move to lower- 
poverty areas to expand access to opportunity 
areas, I was unavoidably detained and missed 
the vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

I was also unavoidably detained for Roll Call 
Number 120, On motion to suspend the rules 
and pass H.R. 758, To provide a safe harbor 
for financial institutions that maintain a cus-
tomer account or customer transaction at the 
request of a Federal or State law enforcement 
agency. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:07 Mar 13, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12MR8.001 E12MRPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T11:15:18-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




